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Food packaging materials used in the European Union must comply with European food contact materials legislation. It differs per
material whether material-specific legislation also applies in addition to general legislation.

In this document, the KIDV provides an overview of the applicable legislation in the European Union. This information can be used
to map European legislation that applies to a specific material in three steps.

Step 1: Determine the type of material.
Step 2: See which legislation applies to this material type.

Step 3: See which requirements are included in the legislation.
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Step 1 — Determine the type of material

Is the packaging material intended to come into
contact with foods? Or can it reasonably be assumed
that, under normal or foreseeable use, the material will

come into contact with foods or components may be
released/migrated from the packaging into the foods?

lYes

Does the packaging material contain active and/or
intelligent materials and objects?

Intelligent packaging systems provide the user with
information about the condition of the food.

Active materials and articles may intentionally
incorporate substances intended to be released into

food.

Review the specification and/or Declaration of
Compliance (DoC) to determine the material

No > Packaging material does

not fall into the food
contact material category.

See legislation concerning
category N in the overview of

step 2.
Yes

Legislation in relation to the
type of packaging material
should also be determined in

step 1C.

type. Please note: a packaging material can
consist of different types of material.
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Continuation of step 1 — type of material

Adhesive > See |egislation at category A
For example, hot melts or resins instep 2.

Cork > See legislation at category B
For example, cap wine bottle instep 2.

Rubber > See legislation at category Cin
For example, rubber rings in glass jars step 2.

Glass > See legislation at category D
For example, pots or jars instep 2.

Metal > See |egislation at category E in
For example, tin cans step 2.

Paper and cardboard > See legislation at category F in
For example, boxes or inserts step 2.

Plastics > See legislation at category G
For example, trays or bags in step 2.

Printing ink > See legislation at category H

Printing in direct contact with food instep 2.
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Continuation of step 1 — type of material

Regenerated Cellulose See legislation at category | in
For example, cellophane bags or foil step 2.

Textile See legislation at category J in
For example, jute bags step 2.

See legislation at category K in
step 2. Also check the material
from which the cover is made

(e.g. plastic).

Coatings
For example, metallic or plastic coatings or wax layers
in paper

Wood See legislation at category L in
For example, popsicle sticks step 2.

Ceramics See legislation at category M
For example, jars for sweets instep 2..

Active and/or intelligent materials See legislation at category N
Packaging material additives in step 2.
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Step 2 — See which legislation applies to this material type.

= legislation applicable to category
= legislation not applicable to category

Category b

Legislation R

Regulation (EC) No.
1935/200

on materials and articles
intended to come into
contact with food

Regulation (EC) No.
2023/2006 on good

manufacturing practices

Guideline 78/142/EEG

materials and articles which
contain vinyl chloride
monomer

Regulation (EC) No.
1895/200

epoxy derivatives in
materials and articles



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32004R1935
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32006R2023
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A31978L0142
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32005R1895
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Category P

Legislation

Regulation (EC) No.
£450/2009 active and

intelligent materials and
articles

Regulation (EU) No. 10/2011
on plastic materials and
articles

Guideline 2007/42/EG

relating to materials and
articles made of
regenerated cellulose film

Guideline 93/11/EEG

concerning the release of
the N-nitrosamines and N-
nitrosatable substances

Guideline 84/500/EEG

relating to ceramic articles



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32009R0450
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32011R0010
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32007L0042
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A31993L0011
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A31984L0500
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Guideline 2005/31/EG

analysis and DoC ceramic
articles

Regulation (EU) No.
282/2008 on recycled plastic
materials and articles

Please note: Always consult consolidated legislation at https://eur-lex.europa.eu/. In addition to European legislation, national legislation may also apply.
Consult the legislation with the authorities of the relevant country for this.



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32005L0031
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32008R0282
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
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Step 3 —View which requirements are included in the legislation

= Requirements pertaining to this part included in the relevant legislation
= There are no specific requirements for this part included in the relevant legislation.

NOTE: Always consult consolidated legislation at https://eur-lex.europa.eu/.

Requirements b

Legislation
R

Regulation (EC) No
1935/2004

on materials and
articles intended to
come into contact
with food

Regulation (EC) No.

2023/2006 on good
manufacturing
practices

General
safety
requirements
FCM

Labelling
requirements

Traceability

Requirements
specific
substances

Requirements
specific
migration
limit and/or
total
migration
limit

Requirements
for migration
tests/
analytical
methods

Requirements
for declaration
of compliance

Requirements
for
production



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/
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Requirements b

Legislation
R

General
safety
requirements
FCM

Labelling
requirements

Traceability

Directive 78/142/EEC
materials and articles
which contain vinyl
chloride monomer

Regulation (EC) No
1895/2005

epoxy derivatives in
materials and articles

Regulation (EC) No.
450/2009 active and
intelligent materials
and articles

Regulation (EU) No.
10/2011 on plastic
materials and articles

Reference
to regulation

1935/2004

Reference
to regulation

1935/2004

Requirements
specific
substances

Requirements
specific
migration
limit and/or
total
migration
limit

Requirements
for migration
tests/
analytical
methods

Requirements
for declaration
of compliance

Requirements
for
production
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Requirements b

Legislation
R

General
safety
requirements
FCM

Labelling
requirements

Traceability

Requirements
specific
substances

Directive 2007/42/EC
relating to materials
and articles made of
regenerated cellulose
film

Directive 93/11/EC
concerning the
release of the N-
nitrosamines and N-
nitrosatable
substances

Directive 84/500/EEC
relating to ceramic
articles

Directive 2005/31/EC
analysis and DoC
ceramic articles

Requirements
specific
migration
limit and/or
total

migration
limit

Requirements
for migration
tests/
analytical
methods

Requirements
for declaration
of compliance

Requirements
for
production

10
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Requirements b

Legislation
R

General
safety
requirements
FCM

Regulation (EU) No
282/2008 on recycled
plastic materials and
articles

Labelling
requirements

Traceability

Requirements
specific
substances

Requirements
specific
migration
limit and/or
total

migration
limit
Reference
to
regulation

10/2011

Requirements
for migration
tests/
analytical
methods

Requirements
for declaration
of compliance

Requirements
for
production

11
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